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Room Planning Room Planning -- Kitchen Kitchen 
and Social Areasand Social Areas

Three Areas of a HouseThree Areas of a House

 WorkWork
•• Rooms or areas in the house used for Rooms or areas in the house used for 

labor or other work related activities labor or other work related activities 
 SocialSocial

•• Room or areas used to entertain guests, Room or areas used to entertain guests, 
relax, socialize or eatrelax, socialize or eat

 PrivatePrivate
•• Rooms or areas used for rest, dressing, Rooms or areas used for rest, dressing, 

hygienic needs and privacyhygienic needs and privacy
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Social AreasSocial Areas

Social RoomsSocial Rooms

 Living roomLiving room
 Family areaFamily area
 Great areaGreat area

 Media roomMedia room
 Dining roomDining room
 DenDen

 Rec roomRec room  patiopatio

What can Social Rooms be used?What can Social Rooms be used?

 Conversation AreaConversation Area
 TV/media TV/media 
 DiningDining
 EntertainmentEntertainment
 Outside living areaOutside living area
 Playing/recreationalPlaying/recreational
 Other (hobbies)Other (hobbies)
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Social RoomsSocial Rooms

 Usually open area for appearance of Usually open area for appearance of 
more roommore room

 Some social rooms can be combined Some social rooms can be combined 
with other roomswith other rooms
•• KitchenKitchen--dining roomdining room
•• KitchenKitchen--family roomfamily room
•• Workshop Workshop –– garagegarage
•• TV/media room TV/media room –– playing areaplaying area
•• Entertainment Entertainment –– dining areadining area
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Social areas Social areas –– people flowpeople flow

 Social area should be central area of Social area should be central area of 
househouse

 Everybody should go through it Everybody should go through it butbut;;
Fl  h ld t i hibit  f Fl  h ld t i hibit  f  Flow should not inhibit purpose of Flow should not inhibit purpose of 
roomroom
•• Walking in front of TVWalking in front of TV
•• In between chairs of conversation areaIn between chairs of conversation area
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Conversation areaConversation area

 Area = 10’ diameterArea = 10’ diameter
 Parties = 6’ diameterParties = 6’ diameter
 Width no more than 12’ Width no more than 12’ –– 14’ wide14’ wide

Family areaFamily area

 More active areaMore active area
•• Used for playUsed for play
•• Watch TVWatch TV
M  i  i   tM  i  i   t More spacious since more movementMore spacious since more movement

 No smaller than 12’ by 16’.No smaller than 12’ by 16’.
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Great RoomGreat Room

 Multipurpose roomMultipurpose room
 Usually a combination roomUsually a combination room
 Especially good for entertaining Especially good for entertaining 

bi   i  ll  hbi   i  ll  hbigger groups in smaller housesbigger groups in smaller houses
 Good for watching kids while working Good for watching kids while working 

in another room.in another room.
 Disadvantage Disadvantage –– could become too could become too 

noisy with bigger groups/familiesnoisy with bigger groups/families

Hobby RoomHobby Room

 Area of concentration Area of concentration –– need to focus need to focus 
on job at hand.on job at hand.

 Traffic lanes should not go through Traffic lanes should not go through 
this areathis areathis area.this area.

 Room should have walls to buffer Room should have walls to buffer 
soundssounds

 Should be hidden from guests.  Why?Should be hidden from guests.  Why?

Dining AreaDining Area

 Located between kitchen and social Located between kitchen and social 
areaarea

 Dining counters popular right nowDining counters popular right now
Q i kQ i k•• QuickQuick

•• Convenient eatingConvenient eating
 Spacing for leg room and plate is Spacing for leg room and plate is 

dependant on counter heightdependant on counter height
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Dining RoomDining Room

 Used for more sit down, social mealUsed for more sit down, social meal
 Can be combined with other social Can be combined with other social 

roomsrooms
Sh ld h  d t   f  Sh ld h  d t   f   Should have adequate area for Should have adequate area for 
people movement around table, people movement around table, 
hutches and other cabinetshutches and other cabinets

 Table size dependent # peopleTable size dependent # people
•• 24” width/person24” width/person

KitchensKitchens
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Kitchen TypesKitchen Types

 IslandIsland
 U shapeU shape
 L shapeL shape
 PeninsulaPeninsula
 CorridorCorridor
 Straight LineStraight Line
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KitchensKitchens

 Should be able to cook and socializeShould be able to cook and socialize
 View to backyard preferredView to backyard preferred
 Location to exterior door.  Why?Location to exterior door.  Why?
 Plenty of window area.Plenty of window area.

•• CoolingCooling
•• LightLight

 Additional lighting under cabinetsAdditional lighting under cabinets

Kitchens Kitchens –– Design DimensionsDesign Dimensions

 Work TriangleWork Triangle
•• Between sink, cooking surface & Between sink, cooking surface & 

refrigeratorrefrigerator
•• 26’ of walking distance between 26’ of walking distance between •• 26  of walking distance between 26  of walking distance between 

surfacessurfaces
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Kitchens Kitchens –– Design DimensionsDesign Dimensions

 Counter SpaceCounter Space
•• 158” of counter frontage158” of counter frontage
•• 24” minimum depth24” minimum depth
•• Landing spaces neededLanding spaces needed•• Landing spaces neededLanding spaces needed

 Wall cabinets at least 15” above Wall cabinets at least 15” above 
counterscounters

Kitchens Kitchens –– Design DimensionsDesign Dimensions

 Preparation CenterPreparation Center
•• 36” continuous counter area/person36” continuous counter area/person
•• 60” continuous counter area/2 people60” continuous counter area/2 people
Si k C tSi k C t Sink CenterSink Center
•• 24” & 18” on each side of sink24” & 18” on each side of sink
•• Secondary sink needs 18” & 3” on each Secondary sink needs 18” & 3” on each 

sideside
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Kitchens Kitchens –– Design DimensionsDesign Dimensions

 AppliancesAppliances
•• Dishwasher Dishwasher –– 21” of floor space in front 21” of floor space in front 

of it to openof it to open
•• Oven/stove/rangeOven/stove/range•• Oven/stove/rangeOven/stove/range

 Vent exhaust hood to outside preferred over Vent exhaust hood to outside preferred over 
recirculatingrecirculating

 Stove Stove –– 15” & 12” of counter space on each 15” & 12” of counter space on each 
sideside

•• Clearance Clearance -- 24” clearance from non combustible 24” clearance from non combustible 
surface & 30” from combustible surfacesurface & 30” from combustible surface

Kitchens Kitchens –– Design DimensionsDesign Dimensions

 AppliancesAppliances
•• Ovens Ovens –– 15” counter space no more 15” counter space no more 

than 48” from oventhan 48” from oven
•• Microwave Microwave –– 15” counter space around 15” counter space around •• Microwave Microwave 15  counter space around 15  counter space around 

applianceappliance
 Height can vary from 15” to 54”Height can vary from 15” to 54”

•• Refrigerator Refrigerator –– 15” of counter space on 15” of counter space on 
handle side or either side on side by handle side or either side on side by 
side freezer/refrigeratorside freezer/refrigerator
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Kitchens Kitchens –– Design DimensionsDesign Dimensions

 Storage SpacesStorage Spaces
•• Between 1400” & 2000” of frontageBetween 1400” & 2000” of frontage
•• TF=TF=CW*CD*SDCW*CD*SD

12121212
TF = total frontage, inTF = total frontage, in
CW = cabinet width, inCW = cabinet width, in
CD = cabinet depth, inCD = cabinet depth, in
SD = number of shelves and drawersSD = number of shelves and drawers
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Cabinet Design ExampleCabinet Design Example

 What is the total What is the total 
frontage for the frontage for the 
lazy susan shown.lazy susan shown.

Cabinet Design ExampleCabinet Design Example

•• TF=TF=CW*CD*SDCW*CD*SD
1212

CW = 36 inCW = 36 in
CD = 24 inCD = 24 in
SD = 2SD = 2

TF=TF=36*24*236*24*2
1212

TF=144 inTF=144 in

Courtesy of Architecture
Residential Drawing & Design
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